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The past year presented several challenges and obstacles, but in the midst of all that, maybe because
of that, several notable developments also occurred.

The Denmark Historical Society received the gift of 10 sets of brand new archival shelving to replace
the old steel shelves we had been using. These wire racks are the “state of the art” for archival storage
and are recognized as the best for historical preservation. They allow air to reach all sides of the boxes,
permitting them to breathe and helping to prevent mildew or other deterioration from damaging our ar-
tifacts. We also have more shelves than before (10 sections in all) that will be put to good use in the com-
ing months and years as we continue to create a more and more searchable system of recordkeeping.
Other additions are a computer workstation that we hope to have installed by spring.

Among the other officers elected at the annual meeting held in August, JoAnne Harbourt was
elected as the Treasurer for this year. As one of her first official acts in this role, she attended a training
seminar in Augusta on the writing of grants for Historical Societies. This proved to be an excellent
source of information and led her to several other helpful discoveries and observations.

An offshoot of her attendance was a better understanding of how we need to catalog our archives.
The prevailing methodology is to segment the materials into “Collections” and arrange them by date.
This will require some training of the members who help with this function, but once started | am sure it
will become second nature!

We also have JoAnne to thank for our new website. The initial layout and content is created and we
are looking for volunteers to help create content and manage future calendar and other functions of the
website.

One of the topics of interest discussed at the Annual Meeting was a formalization of our relationship
with the current space we occupy in the lower
level of the Denmark Public Library. We hope
to create a semi-permanent home so we can do
some improvements to the space that allow us
to better protect and secure the archives. This
is important as it will help us meet some grant
stipulations called for by some groups and in-
crease our ability to successfully request funds
for the building project.

We made a change in editor of the newsletter and are pleased to introduce Daryl Kenison as the new
driving force behind the content of this publication.

We wish Daryl the very best in this endeavor and encourage everyone to offer up suggestions for
articles and stories, and continue to ask you to submit your research or old photos to include as well.



The following is Part 1 of a “History of Denmark” taken from “The Town Register of Brownfield, Denmark,

Hiram and Porter” dated 1907. Part 2 will follow in the next newsletter. We hope you enjoy!

Land Titles and Grants

The town of Denmark is formed of various grants, about two-thirds of its area being taken from
the town of Brownfield by the acts reconstructing that town and incorporating this town and Hiram.
Many of the land titles issued to the settlers in the section acquired (the western part) were from Henry
Y. B. Osgood, grandson of Captain Brown, the grantee. Pleasant Mountain Gore, containing about 9000
acres, was granted by the General Court of Massachusetts to Fryeburg Academy and from the eastern
part of town. In a description of a survey of the tract, 2000 acres were reserved for Asahel Foster, the
same being a grant for him from the General Court; 648 acres surveyed to Gideon Lowell, 200 acres to
David Porter, 300 acres to Icabod Warren, and 590 acres to the trustees of Fryeburg Academy. This it
seems comprises only a portion of the Gore.

Note: The following is taken from a notebook of the late Joseph Bennett, Esq., who came to Den-
mark from Sanford in 1825. Mr. Bennett passed most of his years in town in active business as a mer-
chant, was for 17 years the Postmaster, held various offices of trust, was Justice of the Peace and took
great interest in matters of local history. Much of the data he had gathered was unwritten and is now un-
known. He died January 21, 1901, aged 81 years and 10 months.

The first settler in the town of Denmark was Daniel Boston, a native of Sanford, who began clear-
ing land and built a log house in 1775 between the most western of the ‘Boston Hills” and Saco river,
near a small pond that took his name . Here he resided several years. His only thoroughfare was the
Saco, which was traveled by boat or sled, varying with the season. He soon found the land too frosty to
raise corn and removed to the “Hiram Hills”.

The next settler was Jedediah Long from Berwick. He cleared a farm in West Denmark about 1780
and was there when a great freshet on the Saco river carried away his log house.

Soon after 1780 Ichabod Warren of Berwick settled on what was later known as the Amos Poor
farm on the north side of Pleasant Pond. Mr. Warren’s son, Lieutenant Ichabod, lived here until his death
in 1820, having a large family. Isaiah Warren of Fryeburg was his oldest son.

About 1786 Isaac Berry from Middletown, Mass., began clearing the farm now owned by Hadley Jack in
the eastern part of town. One Mr. Stiles settled the E.P. Ingalls farm adjoining about the same time. Tyler
Porter made a clearing and built a house on the west side of Berry hill not far east of the Saunders farm,
cleared up by Jonathan Saunders of Billerica, Mass. about 1790. Between 1787 and 1794 Ephraim Jewett
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came to the settlement and cleared a farm at what is now “Head’s Corner”. Mr. Jewett was a native of
Ipswich, Mass., who had settled in Bridgton a few years before moving here. His four sons settled on
farms given them off the home farm. Francis McKusick married his oldest daughter and settled on the
farm now owned by Chadbourne Rand.

Mr. Elias Berry was one of the most prominent settlers of Denmark. He was born in Middletown,
Mass., August 23, 1767. His wife was Jane Stiles of Andover, Mass. On Feb. 11, 1794, he started from An-
dover with his wife and three children on an ox sled. Eight days later he reached Denmark and made his
home on Berry hill adjoining his father, Isaac’s, farm.

Cyrus Ingalls came to town about 1792 and built the first mill in town on Moose brook. Mr. In-
galls was chosen a delegate to the Constitutional Convention held in Portland 1819 to forma state consti-
tution and was the first representative to the Maine legislature. He was the first justice of the peace and
held town office nearly all his days. The youngest of his fourteen children was Brigadier General Rufus
Ingalls, born at the old homestead at Denmark Corner in 1820. He entered West Point Academy in 1839
and graduated July 1, 1843. He filled various offices in the army and served in the Mexican and Civil
War, being several times promoted for valiant conduct. In 1862 he was made a Brigadier General of vol-
unteers. The old home is now the home of Augustus Ingalls, postmaster and millman and a nephew of
General Ingalls.

Thomas Symards, a native of Danvers, Mass., came to Denmark from Bridgton in 1974 and settled
in east part of town. His wife was Rhoda Knapp, who was the mother of a numerous family.

Bradbury Richardson, a native of Lebanon, Maine came before 1800. At his death in 1826, he left a
family of 11 children, nearly all adults.

Thomas Pingree of Henniker, N.H., cleared up a farm and settled on the South Road. He made a
clearing in 1800 and the following year built a house. In March, 1802, he moved in his family. Mr. Pin-
gree was a hative of Rowley, Mass. His wife was Phoebe Alexander of Henniker, N.H. He cultivated an
extensive farm which was enclosed by about a thousand rods of wall, nearly all “double”. When he died
in 1848 his fourteen children were all married and had issue. His brother, Parson, came in 1805 and lo-
cated on a farm one mile east of the mills. His son Jasper, was the father of the late governor of Michigan

Hazen Pingree. (To be continued)
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The following are examples of some of the interesting material contained in the Denmark Historical Soci-
ety’s records. Do you recognize any family or friends? (From a scrap book donated by Imogene Wen-
tworth-Births, Marriages & Deaths in 1944)
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The following are pages from the 1902 Treasurers report contained in the Town Report. By looking at the
entrees you can see a lot about the make-up of the town and the division of labor. Also it is interesting to
see the wages for various tasks in town.
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In the Road Commissioners report my math seems to indicate a day’s labor for a man was

the same as that of a horse or oxen. | wonder if that ratio is the same today.
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We hope you enjoyed this trip back to 1901-1902?
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Membership Application / Dues Receipt

Please include this information with your application or dues payment.
$7 per year - Individual ~ $10 per year - Couple

$100 - Lifetime  $40 per year - Corporate (includes business card ad)

Name

Address

Town State ZIP

* If you are a part-time resident include alternate mailing address and months you will be away.
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| am interested in:
O Genealogy (indicate for self or research for others)
O Helping with programs
O Working in archives
[J Being a Board Member 7/ Trustee
O Working on fundraising
[0 Cataloging
O Marketing/ Artistic
O Youth outreach
[0 Website development
[ Other




